
Features of Explanation Texts 
 
1. Explanations answer the questions "how" How does a pump 

work? or "why” Why do some things float or sink? " 
2. They have a clear title. 
3. Ideas are grouped in paragraphs 
4. The first paragraph introduces the subject and is general. 
5. There are at least 3 sentences in a paragraph 
6. They use cause/effect connectives (then, as a consequence, 

so, if, because, as a result, therefore).  
7. They often use time connectives and openers (first, then, 

following, finally). 
8. They are written in the  present tense  (are, turns, 

happens). 
9. They use action verbs  (falls, rises, changes).  
10.  They may have sub-titles and a glossary 
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