NATIVITY 2006
Newscaster: Welcome to the 4 o’clock news on today, 25th December. You are watching Bethlehem Tonight on the City of David Television Network and my name is Gabby Temple. 

The headlines: (Drum beat X2 at each headline)
· Emperor Augustus orders a census

· Thousands are on the move to the town of their birth

· A bright light is spotted in the sky – celestial signs point to a major event about to take place

· Bethlehem is fully booked – our roving reporter, Lizzy Tamar, will bring us the latest.
But first, Emperor Augustus has issued a decree that the whole world should be registered. This is the first census of its type and critics are already warning of chaos on the roads. People are travelling many miles to their home towns and are arriving tired and hungry only to discover a lack of suitable accommodation.

We go now to our reporter on the ground, Lizzy Tamar. Lizzy, can you tell us the situation with you at the moment?

Lizzy: Thank-you Gabby. The situation is chaotic and people are already complaining of a lack of planning in the run up to this census. We have reports of inn-keepers taking advantage of the huge numbers of people arriving here tonight. People are being squeezed into rooms with inadequate facilities. Local grocers have also reported food is running low, but they are optimistic that the farmers will assist with this crisis and provide people with fresh local produce. 

I have with me a man who has travelled from Nazareth in Galilee. That’s a distance of over 50 miles and has taken him and his wife several days. Sir, can you begin by telling us your name?

Joseph: It’s Joseph Carpenter.

Lizzy: Mr Carpenter, I understand your wife is heavily pregnant. How has she coped with the journey?
Joseph: We’re fortunate to have borrowed a friend’s donkey, but even so, the roads are in a dreadful state of disrepair and it was very bumpy for her. She’s now very tired and looking forward to being settled for the night. I’m just thankful the baby didn’t arrive on the way.
Lizzy: And have you been one of the lucky ones to have found a room?

Joseph: We called at all the inns in town but have been turned away – there are no vacancies anywhere.

Lizzy: But your wife is due to give birth any day now. Where will you stay tonight?

Joseph: We were both praying all the way here and our prayers have been answered.

Lizzy: But I thought you just said you have been turned away?

Joseph: A kind inn-keeper took pity on us and said we can sleep in his stable. Well, we don’t mind roughing it a bit, and it’s warm and dry and it’ll be quieter than staying in the centre of town.

Lizzy: You obviously don’t mind the smell of straw or cows! We have with us the inn-keeper willing to let out his stable. Why didn’t you say no to Mary and Joseph Carpenter like all the other inn-keepers?

Inn-Keeper: Mary’s about to have a baby and I felt sorry for them.

Lizzy: Very public spirited of you. On that note, back to the studio. This is Lizzy Tamar in Bethlehem town centre reporting for the C.O.D  T.V. network.

(break for Hymn/prayers/Bible reading etc…)

Newscaster: We have a breaking story coming in. I’m getting reports about the couple from Nazareth – we go straight away back to our reporter Lizzy Tamar. Can you give us the latest?

Lizzy: Yes Gabby. Since we’ve been on air, the wife of Joseph Carpenter who I interviewed earlier, has given birth to a healthy baby boy. Sources on the ground have informed us that the boys name is Jesus and that he is the long-awaited Messiah! I have with me a shepherd who was the first to be told this amazing news. Mr Isaac Barber, can you tell our viewers exactly where you were when you heard this news?
Isaac: I look after sheep up on those hills behind us – lovely animals sheep, I’m sure your viewers will agree. Well, normally I sit up there on the hills with the other shepherds, talking about the sheep, how Flossie is doing or whether Woolly’s foot is better, sharing our sandwiches. But tonight was different.

Lizzy: Why was if different?

Isaac: As we were talking about how sheep are miles better than goats, an angel appeared in front of us.

Lizzy: An angel you say! What did he look like?

Isaac: It was tricky to make him out as there was such a bright light coming from heaven itself.

Lizzy: And how did you all feel?

Isaac: Terrified! Young Jake here though it was a ghost at first and Eli over there started saying “it’s the end of the world”. We’ve never seen anything like it. But then the angel spoke and told us not to be scared – he had news of great joy. Well, we don’t get a lot of great joy around these parts so we pricked up our ears. The angel said that on this day in the City of David, that’s Bethlehem, even I know that, the Saviour of the World is born and he is the Messiah. Then more angels appeared and started singing, praising God. Well I thought the St Andrews Singers had beautiful voices, but never in my life have I heard such wonderful music. 

Lizzy: And did you try and find this baby?

Isaac: We said, perhaps we need to go to one of those rich houses to see if we can catch a glimpse of our Messiah, but the angel said no, the baby will be lying in a manger. Well, that was a surprise –  the Saviour, born like one of us in a smelly old stable where animals are kept!
Lizzy: That is unexpected.

Isaac: So we left our sheep to go and find this baby – we trust in the Lord that the sheep won’t be eaten by wolves. At the bottom of the hill we came across a stable. A warm light was coming from the door so we crept inside. And among the sheep and the cows and the straw was lying the most perfect baby you’ve ever laid eyes on. 

Lizzy: What did you do next?

Jake: I fell to my knees and worshipped the baby because he will be my Saviour.

Lizzy: Have you told anyone about this?

Eli: Are you kidding? This is great news and I can’t keep it to myself. I want to shout it from the rooftops for all the world to know about baby Jesus.

Lizzy: A quite astonishing story, and how refreshing to be able to  bring our viewers a genuinely good news story. Back to the studio.
(break for Hymn/prayers/Bible reading etc…)
Newscaster: Scientists have been arguing long and hard about the appearance of the bright star that has been seen in the East. It is the brightest in the sky and experts have ruled out this being a U.F.O.  Once again, we return to our reporter who is standing outside the stable. She has with her some V.I.P.’s  who we hope can shed some light on this star.
Lizzy: I have with me Mr Casper, an expert in star-gazing who has travelled great distances to come to this little town of ours. Can you tell our viewers who you are and why a person of your importance has come to such an insignificant place as Bethlehem.

Caspar: I am a Magi, a scholar, and I study the skies. I am a wise an important man. My colleagues and I saw this star and looked in many books to find out its significance. 

Lizzy: And what did you find out about this star?

Balthasar: We found out that this star was a sign that the King was born. So we packed our bags and followed the star to come and worship him.

Lizzy: I understand you got lost along the way. That doesn’t sound very clever to me.

Caspar: Well, where would you first look for a newly-born king?

Lizzy: Erm…a palace perhaps?

Caspar: Exactly. We made a grave mistake and went to King Herod’s Palace to ask to see the baby King. We realised immediately this was the wrong place – we learned that Bethlehem was the right place so we came straight here. Herod wanted to come with us, but we left before he had time to pack a toothbrush and clean socks.

Lizzy: I’ve been told you brought rather unusual presents for baby Jesus.

Melchior: We brought gold, frankincense and myrrh.

Lizzy: They are strange things to give a new born baby. Can you explain their significance?

Caspar: Gold is fit for a King. Incense is a symbol of worship and prayer, and myrrh is a spice used for embalming – this King will know both joy and sorrow and will have to make many sacrifices.

Lizzy: You mentioned Herod wanted to come with you. Do you think he’s on his way and does this mean Mary, Joseph and Jesus are in danger?

Caspar: Herod is an insanely jealous man. If he finds Jesus he will try and kill him.

Lizzy: We can now bring you an exclusive report – Mary, Joseph and Jesus have escaped Bethlehem and left in a hurry to a secret location. There, they will remain in hiding until it is safe to return to Galilee. 

Newscaster: It’s been an eventful night. It’s not often the birth of a child makes headline news, but Jesus is the Messiah – the one anointed by God and our researchers tell us he is the Light of the World. You have been watching Bethlehem Tonight. Thank you and goodnight. 
